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to be kind to slaves, and they were given the status
of family members.    We must not, however, omit to
refer to a certain kind of slaves who were prominent
in the Caliphs' States  and  Courts.   We  mean  the
Sclavonians (Al-Sakaliba) who crowded the palaces
of the Caliphs and the Emirs since the eighth century.
The term Sclavonian was   originally   applied  to  the
prisoners captured by the Germans, the Byzantines and
the Franks from Slav nations and sold to the Arabs.
This term was applied, with the lapse of time, to all the
foreigners serving in the Palace and in the army irres-
pective of their nationality.   The slave markets of the
Sclavonians were very active in the East since the days
of Al-Rashid, that is to say, since the frequent incur-
sions of the Abbaside Caliphate on the territories of
the Byzantine Empire.   This activity attained its zenith
in the days of Al-Mamun when the cities, particularly
the ports of the Abbaside Empire, became great mar-
kets swarming with this undesirable trade.   Indeed
the great profits made from it were, at certain times, a
factor which led to war and to continued incursions
by   the   local  governors  on  the  territories of  the
Byzantine Empire,   Likewise Sclavonian slaves played
a prominent part in Muslim Spain.    The palaces of
the Emirs were full of them, particularly in the days
of Abdul Rahman son of Al-Hakam; they comprised
all European nationalities.    Ibn Hawkal, who visited
Andalusia in the tenth century A.D., says that there
were, among the Sclavonians who served in the Court
of the Caliph, Germans, French, Spaniards, Lombards
and   Russians.    Most   of   these   Sclavonians   were
brought as children by Jews who were the foremost
slave dealers in those ages, or by Muslim corsairs who
captured them.   They then embraced Islam and learned
Arabic easily.   Some of them had a superior educa-
tion; in fact some of them distinguished themselves
in prose and poetry.   In the days of Al-Nasir li-Din
Allah   (300-350 A.H,)  their number amounted  to
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